A number of studies in recent years has suggested that Crohn's disease has increased in frequency in the United Kingdom. 1-5 Similar trends have been shown in Scandinavia6 and in the USA. 7 (Fig. 1 ) and all three anatomical types (Fig. 2) and not, as has been suggested, an increased awareness and/or occurrence of Crohn's colitis. The trend is upwards but there was an apparent fall in incidence in 1974-5. In view of the possibility that this fall might be an artefact, the data were replotted utilising biennial figures, comparing those in which the two years of low incidence are first paired together and then separated (Fig. 3) . The and large bowel Crohn's disease with a peak in the third and fourth decades. Large bowel Crohn's disease, however, shows a bimodal age distribution with peak incidences in the third and eighth decade, the latter peak being partly attributable to a high incidence of colonic Crohn's in women between 70 and 80 years of age (Fig. 4) . The great majority of cases presenting over the age of 70 years have solely large intestinal disease, the only exception being a 92 year old woman with extensive ileocaecal disease. The ages at presentation for men and women are similar and the increased incidence in women remains through the age groups (Fig. 4) . In addition the age distribution shows no significant difference when comparison is made between the early and later years of the study (Fig. 5) .
In this series the frequency of the three anatomical types was approximately equal. The overall sex ratio was female to male 1-89:1 but was highest for large bowel disease 2-6:1 ( Table 1 ). The 77 79 mean age at presentation was similar for small bowel and mixed disease but significantly higher for large ennial bowel disease (Table 2) . Fig. 6 . Overall predominance in women is apparent. In the eighth decade, prevalence is almost equal although in actual numbers, there were almost twice as may women (9 vs 5) indicating the excess female population at higher ages in this community. the mid 1970s.12 A comparable apparent fall was abolished in our own study by plotting the figures bienially (Fig. 3) Aberdeen proposed a possible fall in incidence in 
1968-80.
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